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2020 SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Thank you to all who have already paid their 2020 Sub. 

I am particularly grateful to those of you had added an 

‘extra’ amount. A gentle reminder to those who have 

not yet renewed (only £10/$15/ℇ15 – unchanged since 

2012), by cash, cheque or Paypal. I would greatly 

appreciate prompt payment. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

We are very pleased to welcome Robin Hickman, who 

says: I was first introduced to 'Moonfleet' by a teacher 

in 1963.The book wasn't being taught at school, but I 

think the teacher was keen to tell our class the story. I 

remember that he also hired the Fritz Lang film of 

'Moonfleet' to show the whole school, but we were the 

only class to see it, as the headmaster didn't think that 

it was really suitable! I especially like the illustrations 

by Geoffrey Fletcher in the 1955 edition of the book. I 

couldn't really afford a first edition (1898) of 

'Moonfleet', but was delighted last year to get a second  

edition (1899) from Oxfam! 

 

LORBOTTLE HALL - UPDATE 

 

The 2015 Society’s get-together in Northumberland 

was well attended. As well as a goodly number of 

Society members, we were joined by a party of 

descendants from Andrew Noble, who was once JMF’s  

employer and a key figure at the Elswick Works on the 

Tyne. 

 

A number of JMF-related properties were visited but, 

by general agreement, the most delightful and 

memorable was Lorbottle Hall, the country retreat 

isolated in outstanding countryside eleven miles from 

Alnwick. It was here that the Noble family along with 

the young JMF enjoyed recreational breaks during a 

ten year lease 1876-1885. 

 

The Hall was under extensive renovation and updating 

at the time of our visit. Scaffolding covered much of 

the building and the walled garden was under 

remodeling. 

 

It was found that there was much more work to be done 

than originally envisaged, as dry rot and the existence 

of asbestos were discovered. 

 

It has taken some years to transform the Hall into an 

exclusive let, with catering, hospitality and 

accommodation of superior appeal and standard. 

 

No expense seems to have been spared in creating what 

lettings agency Crabtree and Crabtree advertises as 

 

HIDDEN WONDER - SECRET SPLENDOUR - 

UNIQUE CHARM - NORTHUMBERLAND’S 

GREATEST SECRET - 

EXCLUSIVE EXPERIENCE – STUNNING 

BEAUTY - WELCOME HOME – EPITOME OF 

ELEGANCE 

 

There are five bedrooms, and a limit of parties of ten at 

£1,700 per night. There is a resident manager and 

resident chef. The Hall is geared for corporate 

entertaining, private get-togethers, sporting parties and 

appeals as a location for film and photographic shoots. 

 

On his final visit to the Hall in 1885, only days before 

the lease was due to expire,f JMF penned a poem 

which betrays his sadness at having to leave behind a 

place which had given him some of his happiest days 

(see the Society’s Journal number 12, July 2011 - 

Home of Homes Happiest). `- 

 

Visit Crabtree and Crabtree Letting Ltd. website, 

typing LORBOTTLE HALL into the searchbox. 

 

EVELYN FALKNER’S GRAVESTONE 

 

In September 2019, I had this from Christine Briown, 

of the Friends of Burford Church. 

 

Stephen Price, Verger at the Church, has been in 

contact with Banbury Memorials, who came to assess 

the gravestone of Evelyn Meade Falkner. They said it 

could not be repaired and suggested a replacement 

costing £516.48 including lettering. The committee of 

the Friends of Burford Church met on 10 September 

and discussed Evelyn's gravestone and felt they could 

not pay for this as it would set a precedent which 

would put the committee in an awkward position if 

there were future requests. I trust you understand. 

 

We do very much understand. I have asked Christine to 

find out whether, if the Society raised the necessary 

finance, the stone could be replaced. 

 

UPDATE (20 April 2020) 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Friends of Burford 

Church because there has been a development 

concerning the gravestone of Evelyn Meade Falkner… 

at our last committee meeting there was a change of 

heart and it was decided that the Friends will be willing 

to pay £250 towards the cost and I was asked to convey 

this offer to the JMF Society.  In addition to the 

contribution from the Friends, I am willing to make a 

personal contribution of an additional £50. 

 

As a reminder, the quotation that I have received from 

Banbury Memorials is £516.48 including VAT. The 

quote was given in July 2019 so there may be an 

inflationary increase depending on the timing, should it 

go ahead. 



I have delayed writing to you because I was also asked to 

enquire of the diocese as to whether a faculty will be 

required, and I have been advised that it will be. Having 

not made a faculty request of this nature before, the 

church’s Fabric Committee has no idea as to whether it 

will be granted. A faculty request will be submitted once 

the funding has been secured.                    Stephen Price 

 

I replied, saying that I was sure the Society would cover 

the shortfall. We now await the result of the Faculty 

request. If needed, I will ask for contributions towards 

this. Evelyn deserves our support – even more so since 

we found out more about JMF’s rather shabby treatment 

of her in her lifetime. 

 

FLEET OLD CHURCH 

 

I thought you would like to see the rather sad sight of the 

Fleet Old Church and churchyard closed and padlocked. 

We were forced to do this by an edict from the C of E 

concerning the closure of all churches during the Covid-

19 crisis. 

 

I did hope to keep open the churchyard  for a while but 

during the Mothering Sunday weekend there were so 

many people wandering about, and one large family 

group even decided to hold a picnic for well over an 

hour, the vicar and I decided that we had to close that as 

well. We have suffered quite a lot in this area from 

people taking ‘exercise’ and just lying on the grass 

sunbathing.  The New Church is similarly locked and, of 

course, there will be no services for the time being.  

 

 
 

In all the 40 plus years I have lived in Fleet I have never 

seen the churches closed like this – these are truly 

extraordinary times. I wonder what JMF would have 

thought of it all!                                     Dianne Gardner 

 

P.S. Also we are suffering from a surfeit of adders along 

the Fleet – the warm weather is bringing them out. 

 

SOCIETY MEETING 2021 

 

Thank goodness our next gathering is not due this July! 

Plans are already afoot to meet in Durham, probably 

again in July next year. Ideas so far include a trip to 

nearby Finchale Priory. I shall be relying heavily on our 

‘three musketeers’ in the north-east – George Robson, 

Ray Ion and Roger Norris. The latter has not been well 

recently, so, on behalf of all the members, I send him our 

very best wishes for a full recovery. 

 

 
Finchale Priory, Durham 

 

SIMON HEFFER AND THE NEBULY COAT 

 

Last Autumn, Edward Wilson kindly sent me a clipping 

from the Saturday Telegraph of 28th September. It was 

one of Simon Heffer’s Hinterland pieces. 

 

John Meade Falkner’s The Nebuly Coat, which I 

discovered only recently thanks to a thoughtful friend, 

proves something I have long feared, that taking a 

degree in English is a fairly reliable way to miss some of 

our literature’s finest books…I shall not spoil the 

mystery; suffice it to say that, as in real life, nothing in 

the novel goes quite as one might have predicted. 

Falkner’s atmospheric tale reminds us how much of 19th-

century England was bypassed by the industrial 

revolution, and allowed to wither on the vine..one senses 

that the provincial, strait-laced mid-Victorian world of 

The Nebuly Coat was the Dorset of Falkner’s childhood. 

…his profound understanding of our history and 

architecture shines through in The Nebuly Coat, which 

is, ultimately, a study of Englishness.[It is] beautifully 

written by a stylist of the highest order. The Nebuly Coat 

is a truly great and remarkable novel. 

 

JULY’S JOURNAL 2020 

 

I am still hopeful of contributions for Journal 21. I 

would like all contributions in Times New Roman 10 

font, with illustrations sent separately (but indicating 

where they are to be placed in the text). There will also 

be a bonus this time. However, at the time of typing, I 

have no idea as to whether the Journal will be printed on 

time. You may well just have a July Newsletter, with 

Journal to follow when ready. 

 

FINALLY – we are living through uncharted times. It is 

more important than ever that we appreciate the people 

and interests that we value. JMF will have lived through 

a similar frightening time. The ‘Spanish Flu’ pandemic 

of 1918 was one of the greatest medical disasters of the 

20th century. This was a global pandemic, an airborne 

virus which affected every continent. During the 

pandemic of 1918/19, over 50 million people died 

worldwide and a quarter of the British population were 

affected. The death toll was 228,000 in Britain alone. 
More people died of influenza in that single year than in 

the four years of the Black Death Bubonic Plague from 

1347 to 1351. 

 

Do keep safe and well. 

 

Best Wishes                                                          

Kenneth Hillier                         

nebuly@hotmail.co.uk  

Greenmantle, Main Street, Kings Newton, Melbourne, 

Derbyshire    DE73 8BX      

mailto:nebuly@hotmail.co.uk

